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Annual Report on the First-year Compeosition Program, 2003-04

Christy Desmet (Director of First-year Composition)
Deborah Church Miller (Associate Director)
Alexis Hart (Assistant Director)

Jane Barroso (Secretary)

The First-year Composition Committee (FYCC) met twice during the 2003-04 academic year. During this time,
its members were Christy Desmet, Director of First-year Composition (Chair), Michelle Ballif, Bob Cummings
(graduate student member), Anita DeRouen (graduate student member), Mike Hendrick, Deborah Miller

(Associate Director), Elizabeth Kraft, Don McCreary (ESL representative), Mike Moran, David Payne (Director,

Writing Center; Coordinator of Technological Resources; Multicultural representative), and Alexis Hart
(Assistant Director, ex officio).

During the 2003-04 academic year, the First-year Writing Program taught the following number of sections and

students (broken down into Regular, ESOL, ON-LINE, and Oglethorpe House sections of English 1101, 1102,
and 1102M).

Regular Sections (sections/students)

ENGL 1101 ENGL 1102 ENGL 1102M
Summer 2003 3/63 1/18 2/25
Fall 2003 125/2511 40/869 20/424
Spring 2004 20/415 91/1900 28/577
TOTAL 148/2989 132/2787 50/1026

ESOL Sections (sections/students)

ENGL 1101 ENGL 1102 ENGL 1102M

Summer 2003 0/0 0/0 0/0
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Fall 2003 2/21 1/7 1/14
Spring 2004 1/13 1/13 2/28
TOTAL 3/34 2/20 3/42

ESOL sections are limited to 15 students. The sections were taught by Karen Bartlett (1 ENGL 1102M in Fall
2003); Signe Wegener (1 ENGL 1101 and 1 ENGL 1102M in Fall 2003, and 1 ENGL 1101 and 1 ENGL 1102M
in Spring 2004); Matt Horton (1 ENGL 1101 in Fall 2003), Stephanie Hummer (1 ENGL 1102 in Spring 2004),

and Lizz Bernstein (1 1102M in Spring 2004).

ON-LINE Sections (sections/students)

ENGL 1101 ENGL 1102 ENGL 1102M
Summer 2003 0/0 0/0 0/0
Fall 2003 2/30 0/0 0/0
Spring 2004 1/15 4/59 0/0
TOTAL 3/45 4/59 0/0

Like ESOL sections, ON-LINE sections of First-year Composition are limited to 15 students. The ON-LINE
classes were taught by Jane Gatewood (2 ENGL 1101 in Fall 2003 and | ENGL 1101 in Spring 2004); Valerie

Morrison (2 ENGL 1102 in Spring 2004); and Ron Balthazor (2 ENGL 1102 in Spring 2004).

First-year Composition in Oglethorpe House (sections/students)

ENGL 1101 ENGL 1102 ENGL 1102M
Summer 2003 0/0 0/0 0/0
Fall 2003 2/26 0/0 0/0
Spring 2004 0/0 2/26 0/0
TOTAL 2/26 2/26 0/0

Oglethorpe sections of First-year Composition are limited to 13 students. This year, Bob Cummings taught 2
sections of ENGL 1101 in Oglethorpe during Fall semester and two sections of ENGL 1102 during Spring

semester.

Honors First-year Composition (sections/students)

ENGL 1050H

ENGL 1060H
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Summer 2003 0/0 0/0
Fall 2003 6/90 5/78
Spring 2004 6/74 2/31
TOTAL 12/164 7/109

Honors First-year Composition classes are also limited to 15 students.

Totals

The total number of sections for First-year Composition in 2003-04 (all varieties, excluding
Honors sections) was 330; the total number of students was 6802. (This is approximately 900
students more than the previous year!)

The total number of ESOL sections of First-year Composition was 8; the total number of
students was 96.

The total number of sections of ON-LINE First-year Composition was 7; the total number of
students was 104,

The total number of sections of Oglethorpe House First-year Composition was 4; the total
number of students was 52. Note that because of re-configuration of the lab, the Oglethorpe lab-
classroom can now hold a maximum of only 13 students.

The total number of sections of Honors First-year Composition was 19; the total number of
students was 273.

The total number of sections in First-year Composition (including Honors sections) was 368;
the total number of students was 7327. Good heavens!

The total number of first-semester composition students (ENGL 1101) was 3094; the total

number of second-semester students (ENGL 1102, 1102M, 1050H, 1060H) was 4233. The total is
7327.

The average number of students per section of FYC during the year was:
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20.61/22 in regular sections (94% occupancy rate in classes limited to 22 students);

12/15 in ESOL sections (80% occupancy rate in classes limited to 15 students). This number is
a lower than last year but may be a bit misleading, as an uncounted number of students were
moved to ESOL sections in the first four weeks of the semester. Thus, the teachers probably
taught more students than this snapshot, taken at the end of add-drop period, indicates;

14.86/15 in ON-LINE sections (99% occupancy rate in classes limited to 15). It is interesting

TIOW Well [NESe ON-NTTe SECTons T1i1 up art e | e STuaents. leacn_er‘qt’crmy%l"uvsmall'CIaSS
size probably accounts for the retention rate, as a forthcoming essay by Christy Desmet, William
Finlay, and Lorraine Pearce argues;

13/13 in Oglethorpe sections (100% occupancy rate in classes limited to 13 students). This is
the best retention rate posted by the FYC Program ever, as far as we know;

14.36/15 students in Honors First-year Composition (96% occupancy rate in classes limited to
15 students).

Our @occupancy rates€ remain strong, which is a good thing for a program whose funding is now based on
performance-based budgeting. We still have some difficulty filling classes at periods 08 and 09, and in 2004-05,
will attempt to restrict the number of classes offered at these late periods. (So far, for instance, we are offering
only one class at period 09.) To retain our current level of funding, we need to fill every seat possible, but when
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we add sections late in the summer and fall, it is difficult to find rooms available at the more popular hours. We
would like to note the strong numbers posted by the on-line and dorm teachers. Finally, we note with some
surprise that the Honors FYC classes account for only 273 of the 7327 students served by our Program.

Teacher Demographics

173 59 Teaching Assistants taught 175 sections of FYC (these numbers do not include Honors sections of
FYC, T. A. units assigned to the Writing Center, for Computer Support, for sophomore support, for
ENGL 3000 support, or for teaching sophomore sections, creative writing and upper-division classes);

73 | tenured professor taught 1 section of FYC (exclusive of Honors courses):

G 48 instructors taught 152 sections of FYC (exclusive of Honors courses).

We hired 5 more T.A.s last year than in the previous one, but 14 more instructors, for a total of 108 FYC
teaching persons. Most of our instructors are still M.A. and Ph.D students who have graduated from the
University of Georgia English Department, but we offered 184 sections of FYC last Fall (27 units above our
normal baseline), and this phenomenon may account for the sudden upswing in numbers of instructors. More
M.A.s are also staying on as instructors to gain some teaching experience in our department. We are still not sure
whether this is a good or a bad thing.

Program Development
I. Administration and Program Supervision

A. Office Events: We are very_ happy to report a harmasit sy carutind rseyeal Compostaoir§ince.

Our Assistant. Nirector. Alexis Haut _bad.a whoopjng 29 igbantecvies. 56 MLA and phone interviews combined).
She will leave us next year for a tenure-track position at the Virginia Military Institute. We will miss Lex (and
her husband Mike Crowley, a veteran frog). Succeeding Alexis as Assistant Director of First-year Composition
and head @frog€ will be Bob Cummings, who like Alexis, is a founding member of the <emma> Working
Group. Bob€s move to our office marks a profound shift in gender dynamics for the FYC Office. Welcome
Bob! Former Assistant Director Kathy Houff is teaching at Temple University and joined members of the FYC
cohort in a panel at the CCCC convention in San Antonio.

In 2003-04, we continued to monitor the number and kind of administrative problems handled by the First-year
Composition, a task facilitated by Ron Balthazor€s handy @FYC Complaint/Concern€p database. In Fall 2003,
the database records 121 complaints or concerns requiring a substantial number of woman-hours. In Spring
2004, we recorded 66 complaints/concerns. This disparity in numbers may reflect the unusually large numbers
of FYC sections offered in Fall semester or the relatively volatile state of the First-year population in Fall. In
Spring, some incidents may have gone unreported due to sheer fatigue. In any case, we recorded 22 more
incidents than in the previous academic year. Given the increased size of the FYC student body, this increase
makes sense.

B. CAl in Freshman English and the @Frogs: In Fall 2003, the computer-assisted classroom
assistants (aka @frogs@) were Alexis Hart (@head frog€p for two units), Marlene Allen, Mike Crowley, Winter
Elliott, Sandy Hughes, and Dan Shaw. The @frogs€ taught 185 orientations lasting 50-75 minutes each over a
two-week period using the new orientation website they helped to design
(http://www.english.uga.edu/freshcomp/Computer_Lab_Orientation_03/welcome.html). The updated orientation
included the general lab rules, a library virtual tour (a PowerPoint presentation that was collaboratively designed
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C. <emma> Developments: This vear we continued to develop —emma- and to increase the numbers of
tecachers. students. and classes using this computer application. Improvements were made to the upload and the
[nfoviewer (an internal web browser that includes help files and tutorials for teachers and students): 'YC
reachers constructed many more imaginative DTDs (Document Type Detinitions) to hielp students @scep their
writing i new and exciting wavs and to make explicit their composing and revision practices. As reported mn the
section on CALL in Spring semester every student in the FYC Program received an introduction o ~cmma- and
uploaded at least one document to the ~cemma - database. We will continue this practice in 2004-05. During
Summer 2004, in collaboration with OISD (Office of Instructional Support and Development). the “emma’
Working Group and fricnds produced an —cmma= training CD @ complete with introeductory video. tutorial and
other materials. and the application itsell @ that will be distributed next Fall to all FY'C students as part ol their
lab Tee. Thanks to those who participated in the CD production. especially Michelle Estes. John Vance. and
Sujata Iyvengar. In Summer semester as well, Teggin Chamberlain s doing an independent study with Christy
Desmet and Ron Balthazor, in which she will produce the online documentation for <emma--. Through these
activitics. we continue to work to icorporate <cmma= cver more thoroughly nto the composition curriculum of
our department. (IFor =emma™ presentations. see below:)

D. New Grading Rubric: As the FYC Program grading rubric had not been revised in at Teast filteen
vears, in Spring 2004 an ad hoce committee met throughout the semester to study avatlable rubries and to develop
a new departmental rubrie that rellects our current ethos, standards. and desired grading practices. In this major
program undertaking. the commuittee fashioned @ unigue cubrie that combines the best of analvtic with the best of
hUlW‘-{'-' el T3 Pt e el L N | R (- ST .

committee€pchaired by Rebecca White (interim VP for Instruction) and including Christy Desmet (FYWP),
Denise Mewborn (Math Education), Ed Azoff (Math), Hugh Ruppersburg (A&S), Sherrie Nist (Academic
Enhancement) and others@met throughout Spring Semester. The committee concluded that for English
Plracement, students with an SAT Verbal score 0f 580 or lower who do not post other scores tor exemption, as
listed in the FYC Handbook, would take the English Placement test. Most radically, English Placement became a

https:/iwww.english.uga.edu/fyc/annual _reports/2003-04.htm 5/10



students who score a 3 are counseled fo tal
ENGL 1101, ) In category #2 (1gnored placement recommendatlons), we find 13 students, or 16.25% of the body
of failures. The next category. earned SATV or placement test scores close to the cutoff noint (#3). accounts for
10 students or 12.5% of failures. Category #4 € took the afternoon writing sample and scored a 3 € accounts
for 15 students, or 18.75% of failures. Category #5 € those students whose teacher comments indicated none of
the reasons listed above, accounts for 11 students, or 13.75% of failures. Finally, there were 12 students whose
records indicate no placement test scores or incomplete testing (#6), accounting for 15% of failures.

The data we have is somewhat subjective, dependent on teachers€ characterizations of student failure and on

the FYC Dircctor€s interpretation of that data. But from what we have found, we can tentatively conclude that
roughly 30% of students failed to succeed in FYC for behavioral and life reasons; 16.25% of failures ignored
placement advice, 15% failed to complete their testing, and 31.25% had @iffy€ scores of one kind or another
that would suggest they were on the borderline. If this trend continues, we should reconsider mandatory
placement and raising the bar for the Departmental Placement test to a SATV of 600 or higher. We might also

consider raising the standards for a 3" on the afternoon writing sample. Why so many students failed to take
£ g p 3 )
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Coiilliiitbos weic: Clitisty Dositict (Cliaii ), Alexis Hait, Deborah iviilla*(ex officio), Keely Byars
(Administrative Chair), Mike Crowley, Stephanic Downie-Hummer, Fara Sneddon, Laura Weaver, and Stacy
Wright. Many thanks to the committee members and especially to Keely Byars.

In 2003-04, for ENGL 1101 we switched from The Presence of Others (Lunsford and Ruskiewicz),
supplemented by Everything@s An Argument (also by Lunsford and Ruskiewicz, published by Bedford/St.
Martin€s) to Evervthing€ps An Argument with Readings, mostly for reasons of economy and convenience. This
change proved controversial, as the book€s cultural studies emphasis produced real fans, but also adamant
opponents. So in Spring 2004, we launched a full-scale book search for ENGL 1101. When the dust cleared and
the piles of texts were removed from Park 128, we had two choices. The default departmental text is Motives for
Writing. ed. Robert K. Miller (McGraw Hill). The committee liked especially the quality of the book@s
readings and its emphasis on @motives for€ rather than g modes of@ writing. The @official alternative text€
for ENGL 1101 is The Brief Arlington Reader. ed. Lynn Z. Bloom and Louise Z. Smith (Bedford/St. Martin€s)
supplemented by Everything€ps An Argument (sans readings). We think it healthy to have a range of texts from
which instructors may choose, particularly since in this economic climate, we sometimes hire teachers late in the
recruitment secason. Members of the ENGL 1101 Textbook Scarch Committeec were: Christy Desmet (Chair),
Alexis Hart (Adminstrative Chair), Deborah Miller (ex officio), Anita DeRouen, Nathan Gilmour, Nathanael

Myers, Mary Ann O€Neal, Dorine Preston, Wesley Venus, and Miranda Yaggi.
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eaching in the dorms. We ran
the Oglethorpe House C 0mpuler~Lab C lassroom durmg 2003 04. Bob Cummings taught two |
classes in Fall and 2 ENGL 1102 classes in Spring. The lab setting proved perfect for his inno

not only uses <emma>, but @puts coding at the heart of the writing classroom.€ (For a samp!
http://www.english.uga.edu/~cummings/1102040house/home. htm.

D. ENGL 1101 and Learning Communities: In 2002-03, Christy Desmet was part of
committee convened by Vice President for Instruction Del Dunn to come up with a plan for in:
Communities for First-semester students at UGA. A susbsequent committee decided on a plan
include a thematically appropriate ENGL 1101 class as part of the core cluster for each Learni:
Returning to the committee, Christy scheduled the classes for the Learning Communities, chos
them, and worked with the groups to ensure success. Anita De Rouen is teaching ENGL 1101
Learning Community; Brad Edwards for the Education Learning Community; June Griffin for
Sciences Learning Community; and Stephanie Hummer for the Global Community Learning (

E. T. A. Mentors: Billie Bennett and Monica Smith served as T. A. mentors for 2003-(
to develop the T.A. Mentor website, which is available at: http:/www.english.uga.edu/~tamen

F. Experimental courses: (all courses were ENGL1102) Matthew Adkins, €An Intro
Literature and Rock Music,€ Shane Bruce, @ Composing Ourselves: Identity, Discovery, and
Through Literature and Writing,€ and Winter Elliott, @ The Individual in Society. €

IIl. First-year Writing Program Scholarship

Presentations:
Chamberlain, Teggin. € Zoellner@s Behavioral Conditioning in the First-Year Writing Classre

Making Our History Matter: Landmark Statements€ Thirty Years Later. CCCC, San A
2004.

Desmet, Christy. @Progymnasmata, Then and Now." Panel: Issues in Ancient Rhetorical Educ
Society of America, Austin, May 2004.

Desmet, Christy, Ron Balthazor, Bob Cummings, and Alexis Hart. @Re-visioning Compositic

<emma>.€p Workshop, Computers and Writing Conference, Kapi€olani Community (
June 2004.

€. ©New Developments in Reading and Writing with <emma> (Electronic Markup and Man:
Application).€ Panel, Computers and Writing Conference, Kapi€olani Community C
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ection ol Papers Presented at the Inaugural Teaching latters Conference, Gordon College, March
28-29, 2003.

Abstracts
Desmet, Christy. "EMMA: Re-forming Composition with XML." ALLC/ACH 2003 Conference
Abstracts (2003): 23-25.

IV. Assessment: In AY 1998-99, The FE Program was asked by VPAA Jim Fletcher to study the
department€s placement procedures for First-year Composition.This study is ongoing. We have been tracking
the number of students who receive Ds and Fs and the reasons for their performance; we have also been

tracking the numbers and reasons for student W@s and WF@s.

Summer 2003
W: 9
WEF: 3
D@s and Fgs: 1 D

Fall 2003
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Theater, Monica played Julie Cavendish, a character modeled on the great actress Ethel Barrymore, in George
Kaufman and Edna Ferber's The Roval Family. In the play, Julie is a witty. vibrant presence standing at the heart of
and barely holding together her famous, but dysfunctionally histrionic, family. We like to think of Monica Smith as
a Julie Cavendish in our department: firing up undergraduates to produce well-researched, stylish web projects;
urging on apprentice teachers; organizing the British Women Writers Conference; generating lesson plans and
paper topics; meeting with students in her office; and in her down time, reorganizing Sigma Tau Delta and
refurbishing all those departmental web sites. But she does it all with such grace, good humor, and intelligence that

we cannot help but love and honor her. €

Bob Cummings won the Kairos/Lore T.A.-Adjunct Award for Excellence in Teaching Writing with Computers,
which was awarded during the Computers and Writing Conference in Honolulu in June 2004. Bob won for his
ENGL 1101 course entitled @ Learning to Write for College and a Machine: XML and First-Year
Composition.€ To visit the course, point your browser to

http://www.english.uga.edu/~cummings/EN 1101 FALLO03/home.htm. This marks the third year in a row that a
UGA Teaching Assistant has won the Kairos/Lore Award for Teaching.

The following Teaching Assistants were nominated by the Department for the Outstanding Teaching Assistant
Awards given by the Office of Instructional Support and Development (OISD): Tiffany Adams, Marlene Allen,
Bob Cummings, Jamie McClung, Chris McDermott, and Valeric Morrison. All of our nominees received the
award, and we are very proud of them.

Student Events

The Donald E. Barnett Awards for 2003-04 are: ENGL 1101, Melissa Light @Trendy or Health€ (Instructor €
Greg Timmons): ENGL 1102, Scan Hill @ Chopin€s Other Awakenings€ (Instructor € Mary Ann O€Neal);
and ENGL 1102M, Cameron Dyc @ Allusions to Bob Dylan and the Folk Music Revival in Toni Morrison€ps
@Recitatif@ @ (Instructor € Billie Bennett).
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